Yitzchak in Gan Eden

Rabbi Yossi Michalowicz - Chayei Sarah

1. Bereishis 24:62, 64-65; Rashi on 24:64
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Yitzchak had come from the direction of Be’er Lachai Ro’i, and he was dwelling in the
southern region.... Rivka lifted her eyes, saw Yitzchak, and fell from the camel. She
said to the servant, “Who is this man walking in the field toward us?” The servant
said, “He is my master.” She took her veil and covered herself. Rashi: She saw him
majestic in appearance and was startled by him.

2. Bereishis 22:19; Bereishis Rabbah 56:11, excerpt
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Avraham returned to his young men.
And where was Yitzchak?... He sent him to Shem to learn Torah from him.

3. Yalkut Shimoni, Chayei Sarah, remez 109, excerpts quoted in Shvilei Pinchas
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The Holy One, blessed be He, said: “What shall I do for this servant who was suspec-

ted?” He said to the ministering angels: “Bring him alive into Gan Eden.”... Yitzchak
left Gan Eden alive.

4. Bereishis 23:2
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Avraham came to eulogize Sarah and to weep for her.
5. Bereishis 27:27, excerpts; Rashi
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He approached and kissed him, smelled the fragrance of his garments, and blessed
him.... “See, the fragrance of my son is like the fragrance of a field that Hashem has
blessed.”

Rashi: This teaches that the fragrance of Gan Eden entered with him.
6. Bereishis 24:1; Rashi
792 DNAN N¥Y )12 ‘N1 DA N2 |71 DDDANI
AUN IN'UNT7 X D217 DY NN 2 X0 N7y 701 e

Avraham was old, advanced in days, and Hashem had blessed Avraham with
everything.

Rashi: “Bakol” has the numerical value of “ben,” a son. Since he had a son, he needed
to find him a wife.

7. Riva on Bereishis 24:64, excerpt quoted in Shvilei Pinchas
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Because she saw Yitzchak coming from Gan Eden, and he was coming in the manner
in which the departed walk, with their feet above.
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8. Eiruvin 70b, phrase as quoted in Shvilei Pinchas; Koheles 9:10
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An heir is the leg of his father.

Whatever your hand finds to do, do with your strength, for there is no action, calcula-
tion, knowledge, or wisdom in the grave to which you are going.

9. Zechariah 3:7, excerpt
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I will give you those who walk among these who stand.

10. Sanhedrin 104a; Bava Basra 116a; Taanis 5b, excerpts
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A son brings merit to his father.
David, who left a son like himself, is described as “lying down”; Yoav, who did not

leave a son like himself, is described as having died.
Yaakov our forefather did not die.... Just as his descendants are alive, he too is alive.

11. Devarim 11:19, 21, excerpts; Rashi on 11:21
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You shall teach them to your children, to speak of them.... So that your days and the
days of your children may be multiplied upon the land that Hashem swore to your
forefathers to give to them, like the days of heaven upon the earth.
Rashi: It does not say “to give to you,” but “to give to them.” From here we learn re-
surrection of the dead from the Torah.

12. Kiddushin 30b, excerpt
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A person’s evil inclination gains strength against him every day and seeks to kill
him.... Were the Holy One, blessed be He, not to help him, he could not overcome it.
13. Shvilei Pinchas, Chayei Sarah, ma’amar 21, section Gimel, paragraph 4, excerpt
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In the upper world a person can no longer fulfil mitzvos through his own powers;
rather, they depend upon the mitzvos their children fulfil in the lower world.... There-

fore their heads are below and their feet above: their entire aspiration is to rise ever
higher, but this does not depend upon them, only upon their children below on earth.

14. Pesachim 50a, excerpts
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Rav Yosef, son of Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi, became ill and his soul departed. When he
returned, his father asked him, “What did you see?” He replied, “I saw an inverted
world: the upper below and the lower above.” His father said, “My son, you saw a
clear world.”
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