What Are You Building—and Who Are You Becoming?
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1. Bereishis 12:1, 4
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Hashem said to Avram: “Go forth from your land, your birthplace, and your father’s

house, to the land that | will show you.” “Avram went as Hashem had spoken to
him...”

2. Rashi on Bereishis 12:1 — “Lech lecha”
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For your benefit and your good. There | will make you into a great nation; here you

will not merit children. Furthermore, | will make your reputation known throughout the
world.

3. Zohar, Mishpatim Il 112b — Who is a chassid?
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Who is a chassid? One who acts with kindness toward his Creator.
4. Pirkei de-Rabbi Eliezer, chapter 24 — The Tower of Bavel
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If a person fell and died, they paid him no attention. But if a single brick fell, they
would sit and weep, saying: “Woe to us! When will another be brought up in its
place?”
5. Avodah Zarah 18a — Rabbi Chanina ben Teradyon (excerpts)
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The Sages taught: When Rabbi Yosi ben Kisma became ill, Rabbi Chanina ben
Teradyon went to visit him... Rabbi Chanina asked: “My teacher, what is my standing
concerning life in the World to Come?” Rabbi Yosi answered: “Did a particular deed
come your way?” Rabbi Chanina replied: “My Purim money became mixed up with
charity money, and I distributed it to the poor.” Rabbi Yosi said: “If so, may my portion
be from your portion, and my lot from your lot.”

Rashi explains: He distributed money set aside for his Purim meal, thinking it was
charity money, and did not reimburse himself from the charity purse.
6. Rav Shimshon Pinkus — Tiferes Shimshon, Lech Lecha, p. T1oj7
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This certainly does not mean, Heaven forbid, that Avraham did not need to perform all
the good deeds he performed; without doing them, he certainly would not have
developed himself. But the beauty of it all, what Hashem especially desires, is that he
developed himself. In other words, the essential point is not what you do, but how you
build yourself!

Questions: Why emphasise Avraham'’s benefit? What can we give Hashem? Why ask
about this deed after Rabbi Chanina’s public self-sacrifice for Torah?




