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THE SHOFAR WE DID NOT BLOW

Avraham’s Command, Yitzchak’s Mesorah
Source Sheet — Rosh Hashanah 5787
Developed and Presented by Rabbi Yossi Michalowicz

1. The Shofar and the Akeidah — Rosh Hashanah 16a

DNTZY 17'XD 0D'7Y "IN N7YNI DNNAN [2 7NN NTH7Y DD'7 1IDTRY 11D '7'N 7w 191w 197 1Y7Nn
1197 Ddnxy

“Sound before Me the horn of a ram, so that I will remember for you the binding of
Yitzchak son of Avraham, and I will regard

you as though you had bound yourselves before Me.”

2. Avraham Heard; Yitzchak Received — Bereishis 22
Hashem commands Avraham:

N71Y7 DY IN7YN1 7NX' IR NANX WX )TN NN 112 NX XY Nj7
Yitzchak asks:

N71V'7 nwn DRI DNYYNTWNRD NN

Avraham answers:

ITN' DNIY 1271 12 N71V7 nwn 17 nXRY DY77XR

Rashi:

NiY 272 17N Dnw 1271

Avraham received the command directly. Yitzchak asked, understood, and then
proceeded together with his father. niw 272

3. A Teaching Said in the Name of Rav Hutner
7NX' NTZY 7w n1My7 770 NIDYW 17 'R D'MON MINMN 17 'Y M

Yitzchak did not hear Hashem’s command directly. He received it through
Avraham and gave himself to the Akeidah with complete trust.

This gives us a foundation of mesorah:
1127 V7Y '7'NIn N7 AN
“A father does not knowingly transmit falsehood to his son.”

Source note: This teaching is said in the name of Rav Hutner in Sefer Doresh Tov,
Shlussberg edition, edited by Yaakov Posen, pp. 7“on v~on The precise original
location in Rav Hutner’s own writings is not given there.
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4. The Two Days — A Suggested Derush

* First day / Avraham: we ordinarily blow because of the direct Torah obligation of
shofar. * Second day / Yitzchak: we blow again because the rabbinic day and its
shofar are received through Chazal and mesorah.

This pattern exists in an ordinary year when shofar is sounded on both days. It is
presented as a derush, not as an explicit statement of Chazal.

The Added Layer When Day One Is Shabbos

The first day remains a Torah day with a Torah obligation of shofar. But Chazal
direct us not to blow. Yitzchak’s mode of receiving Hashem'’s will through the
chachamim therefore enters Avraham’s day as well.

* Day One: Chazal tell us to be silent. * Day Two: Chazal tell us to blow.

Shabbos does not create the Avraham/Yitzchak pattern; it intensifies
it. Regarding our actual shofar avodah, this year both days become
an exercise in emunas chachamim.

5. Rosh Hashanah 29b — Why Today Was Silent

The Gemara discusses nyinn |NdT and, nyinn DI' but concludes that the Torah itself
did not prohibit shofar blowing on Shabbos:

NDON'7N NI'NI NNdN

“It is a skill and not a prohibited melachah.”

N INT XN 2201 Y RPN RNMIRTN

“By Torah law it is permitted; it was the Sages who enacted a decree.”
Rabbah explains:

TIN77 720 7¥X 171172 070" XN DT DIY NY7NA 'R72 700 |'REDIY NY7NA AN 700
D'27N NIYI2 NINKX YAIX 1172y

“Everyone is obligated in shofar, but not everyone is expert. The Sages decreed
lest one take it to an expert to learn and carry it

four amos in a public domain.”

6. How Can Chazal Direct Nonperformance? — Yevamos 90b
Regarding shofar and lulav on Shabbos:
NNY NYYN 781 QY

“Refraining from action is different.”

7. The Authority of Torah Shebe’al Peh

Rambam, Hilchos Mamrim 1:1
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TR

“The Great Beis Din in Yerushalayim is the foundation of Torah Shebe’al Peh and
the pillars of halachic instruction; from them

statute and judgment go forth to all Israel.”
Devarim 17:11
TNNYI M7 1T AKX J2TN N I0N X7 1N IWX DNInn o 7y

“Act according to the Torah they instruct you... do not depart from what they tell
you, right or left.”

8. How Can We SaynixiTomorrow? — Shabbos 23a
17 MNXTYI7T 1TV AR 7R IR NN 20 110N X7 KX KIN 20 RIX D0

“Where did Hashem command us? Rav Avya said: from ‘Do not depart.” Rav
Nechemiah said: from ‘Ask your father and he will

tell you; your elders, and they will say to you.” ”

Today Chazal expressed Torah by taking the shofar from our hands.
Tomorrow they will express Torah by placing it back.

9. Emunas Chachamim and Questions — Pirkei Avos 6:6
2'wnl 7XIY D'DN MINXA DTM7NN 7197911 DNAN 717712 D'DN win'wa

“Through close attendance upon the Sages; careful analysis with colleagues;
probing discussion with students... faith in the

Sages... asking and answering.”

The Mishnah places nomb>n nimw in the same list as close study, careful analysis,
probing discussion, and asking and answering. Emunas chachamim therefore
cannot mean refusing to think. Torah requires us to question honestly and work to
understand; it also requires us to receive an answer that did not originate in our
own minds.

Emunas chachamim does not ask us to abandon our minds. It asks us
not to make our own minds the highest authority.

Yitzchak first asked n'7iv7 nwn n'~1 Then, after receiving Avraham’s answer, he
continued. ni¥ 172 1TN' DNIW 127

10. Rabbi Jonathan Sacks and the Lubavitcher Rebbe

Rabbi Sacks described how the Rebbe directed him away from economics, law,
and academic philosophy and toward the rabbinate and the training of rabbis.
Years later, before asking whether to accept the position of Chief Rabbi, Rabbi
Sacks told his wife Elaine:

“When you ask the Rebbe, you do what he says.”
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He presented the reasons for and against. The Rebbe turned Rabbi Sacks’s words
“Should I?” into “I should.” Rabbi Sacks accepted and served as Chief Rabbi for
twenty-two years.

This was not a formal halachic ruling binding upon every Jew. Rabbi Sacks and
Elaine voluntarily sought personal direction from a Torah leader they trusted and
decided before asking that they would follow his answer.

Verified first-person source: Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, “Taking the Lead: The
Lubavitcher Rebbe”, Rabbi Sacks Legacy.

The question was genuine—but so was the willingness to walk after
the answer.

11. Torah Entrusted to Us and Our Children — Devarim 29:28
NXTN NYINN NAT 72 NN NIWY7 D71y TY 11271 127 NI7201 12'77X 707 NINN0IN

“The hidden things belong to Hashem our God; the revealed things belong to us
and to our children forever, to perform all the

words of this Torah.”

12. This Year’s Intensified Avodah

The drash delivered a week earlier, on the Shabbos before Rosh Hashanah,
established that years beginning without the first-day shofar have been associated
with both tragedy and extraordinary blessing, without giving us a predictive
formula.

The reason is hidden; the avodah is revealed.

Tonight’s added point is that such a year demands extra emunas chachamim. The
missing shofar can remain an absence, or our surrender of it can become a
positive zechus.

Both today’s silence and tomorrow’s sound come to us through
Chazal.

Two Opposite Responses to Torah Authority
The Churban — Gittin 56a

As established in the drash delivered on the preceding Shabbos, the year of the
destruction of the Second Beis Hamikdash began with the first day of Rosh
Hashanah on Shabbos.

The Chachamim said to the biryonim:

INUTNA XN7W T2Vl 7191

“Let us go out and make peace with the Romans.”

The biryonim refused and demanded war. The Chachamim warned:

NN'7M XY'Mon X7

Westmount Shul & Learning Centre ¢ Rabbi Yossi Michalowicz ¢ 4



HIGH HOLIDAY SEVEN-PART SERIES | SLOT 4 | SOURCE SHEET

“It will not succeed.”

The failure was not merely that the biryonim disagreed with rabbanim. They
prevented the Chachamim’s course and burned the community’s food stores to
force everyone into war; famine followed. Within the Gemara’s narrative, rejecting
the judgment of the Chachamim became part of the human road to the Churban.
Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai later embodied the Chachamim’s alternative
through Yavneh and its chachamim.

The Eigel — Shemos 32:26-30

As established in the drash delivered on the preceding Shabbos, the year of the
second luchos and the forgiveness granted after the Eigel likewise began with the
first day of Rosh Hashanah on Shabbos.

Moshe had already shattered the luchos without receiving a command to do so.
Shabbos 87a states:

UM NRENNAY TWX XY T 7Y RID Y02 wITZN DD0NT 7101 AT 'R NINZN DX 12w
NNA'WY N2 W w7y

Moshe acted, myTn and Hashem confirmed his judgment.

Moshe called:

17 112 70 "'7X 190X "N N7 M

“Whoever is for Hashem, come to me”—and all the sons of Levi gathered to him.

Here too, Hashem did not give Moshe a new, situation-specific command to kill
these worshippers. Moshe said "1~ n> 7x w778 ‘n Rashi asks 1nx p'ni and
answers that Moshe was applying an existing Torah law to this crisis:

DON' D'N7N'7 NAIT

The Levi’im had not heard this ruling directly from Hashem. They received
Moshe’s halachic judgment, trusted his application of Hashem’s Torah, and acted
upon it.

Later Moshe praised Levi: nixa» ynal ynnx nnw D After the rebellion was
confronted, Moshe ascended to seek atonement: DonXLN TY2 NIDIX '7IN

Suggested derush: The Torah does not explicitly say that Levi’s obedience alone
produced forgiveness. But the sequence suggests that before Moshe could seek
kapparah above, there had to be people below who would receive his Torah
judgment and defend the covenant.

The biryonim said, “We know better than the Chachamim.” The Levi’im heard
Moshe say, “” "7X% ‘n7 m and stood with him. The calendar does not tell us which
year this will be; it asks us which people we will become.

Closing Applications

1. When asking a she’eilah, disclose every relevant fact. 2. Seek understanding
after a difficult psak; do not shop for permission. 3. Distinguish a binding psak
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from informal advice. 4. Receive Torah faithfully—and make yourself a trustworthy
transmitter to the next generation.

In an ordinary year, Avraham’s direct command and Yitzchak’s
received command divide the two days. This year, Yitzchak’s emunas
chachamim fills them both—silence today and sound tomorrow.

NIy 272 17N DY 1D'71
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