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When the Judge Turns His Face Toward Us

Source Sheet

Developed and Presented by Rabbi Yossi Michalowicz

1. Tehillim 89:16 — The Teruah and Hashem’s Face
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“Fortunate is the nation that knows the teruah; Hashem, they walk in the light of
Your counte-

nance.”

2. Yeshayahu 55:6, 8 — Hashem Is Near, but His Perspective Is Not Ours
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“Seek Hashem when He is to be found; call Him when He is near.”
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“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, and your ways are not My ways, says
Hashem.”

3. Rosh Hashanah 18a — The Time When Hashem Is Near
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Rav Nachman said in the name of Rabbah bar Avuha: The words “Seek Hashem
when He is to be found; call Him when He is near” refer to the ten days from Rosh
Hashanah through Yom Kippur.

4. Rambam, Hilchos Teshuvah 2:6 — Accepted Immediately
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“Although teshuvah and crying out to Hashem are always effective, during the ten
days between

Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur they are especially effective and are accepted
immediately, as it says: ‘Seek Hashem when He is to be found.’ ”

5. Eruvin 40a — Rosh Chodesh Included in the Year’'s Remembrance

The Gemara discusses whether Rosh Chodesh requires separate mention in the
Rosh Hashanah prayer. The conclusion is that the words —* ntn |In>'tn orr this Day
of Remembrance” encompass both Rosh Hashanah and Rosh Chodesh.

6. Aderes Eliyahu, Bereishis, Fourth Day — Ten Days with the Weight of a Year
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“The ten days from the concealed moon until the tenth of Tishrei are called Rosh
Hashanah,

because the solar year exceeds the lunar year by approximately their number.
Therefore, worthy deeds performed during these days are considered as weighty
as those of the entire year. Rosh

Chodesh is not mentioned separately on Rosh Hashanah because the month is
included within the year.”

7. Shaar HaKavanos, Derushei Rosh Hashanah — Each Day Repairs Its
Corresponding Days
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During the seven days between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, each weekday
can atone for the wrongs committed on every corresponding weekday. Thus the
Sunday of that week addresses all one’s Sundays, Monday addresses all one’s
Mondays, and Shabbos Shuvah addresses all one’s Shabbosos.

8. The Aseres Yemei Teshuvah Additions
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“Remember us for life, King Who desires life, and inscribe us in the Book of Life,
for Your sake,

living God.”
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“Who is like You, compassionate Father, Who remembers His creations for life
with compassion?”

9. Shemos 34:6 — Truth Within the Attributes of Mercy
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“Hashem, Hashem, compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abundant in
kindness and

truth.”
10. Avinu Malkeinu — The Judge Is Also Our Father
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“Our Father, our King, be gracious to us and answer us, for we have no deeds; act
toward us with

charity and kindness and save us.”
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11. Rav Shimshon Dovid Pincus — The Name and Address
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“Therefore, I will give you the name and address of Someone to Whom you can
turn and Who

will help you. His name is Hashem... and I know a secret: He loves you personally
and waits longingly for you to turn toward Him.”

12. From Kah Echsof — Mercy Overflowing Upon Hashem’s Nation
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“May Your mercy overflow upon Your holy nation.”
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