Who Gets the Last Laugh Sources®

Rabbi Yossi Michalowicz ¢ Parshas Vayeira

1. Bereishis 17:17
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Avraham fell on his face and laughed. He said in his heart: Will a child be born to a
hundred-year-old man? And will Sarah, who is ninety, give birth?

2. Bereishis 17:19
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Hashem said: Indeed, Sarah your wife will bear you a son, and you shall call his
name Yitzchak. | will establish My covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for
his offspring after him.

3. Bereishis 18:10
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He said: | will surely return to you at this time next year, and Sarah your wife will
have a son. Sarah was listening at the entrance of the tent, which was behind him.
4. Bereishis 18:11
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Avraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years. Sarah had ceased to experience
the way of women.

5. Bereishis 18:12
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Sarah laughed within herself, saying: After | have become worn, shall | have
renewed youth, while my husband is old?

6. Bereishis 18:13
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Hashem said to Avraham: Why did Sarah laugh, saying: Shall | really give birth when
| have grown old?

7. Bereishis 18:14
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Is anything beyond Hashem? At the appointed time I will return to you, at this time
next year, and Sarah will have a son.

1 Adapted from a shiur by Rav Shimshon Dovid Pincus, Tiferes Shimshon, Bereishis,

Hagdarat Hatzchok, pp. 208-212, with supplementary sources and applications.
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8. Bereishis 18:15
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Sarah denied it, saying: | did not laugh, for she was afraid. He said: No, you did
laugh.

9. Bereishis 21:1
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Hashem attended to Sarah as He had said, and Hashem did for Sarah as He had
spoken.

10. Bereishis 21:2
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Sarah conceived and bore Avraham a son in his old age, at the appointed time of
which Hashem had spoken to him.

11. Bereishis 21:3
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Avraham called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore him,
Yitzchak.

12. Bereishis 21:4
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Avraham circumcised his son Yitzchak at eight days old, as Hashem had
commanded him.

13. Bereishis 21:5
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Avraham was a hundred years old when his son Yitzchak was born to him.

14. Bereishis 21:6
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Sarah said: Hashem has made laughter for me. Everyone who hears will laugh with
me.

15. Bereishis 21:7
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She said: Who would have said to Avraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet |
have borne a son in his old age.

16. Koheles 7:6
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For like the sound of thorns beneath the pot, ...

16. Koheles 7:6 continued
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so is the laughter of the fool. This too is vanity.

Who Gets the Last Laugh Sources 2



17. Bereishis Rabbah 16:3 selection
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The fruit trees are asked why their sound is not heard. They answer that they have
no need: their fruit testifies for them.

17. Bereishis Rabbah 16:3 continued
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The barren trees are asked why they make noise. They answer: If only our sound
will be heard and we will be noticed.

18. The Gra in Divrei Eliyahu as quoted in Tiferes Shimshon pp. 208-209 —
Hebrew summary
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An animal cannot laugh, while the fool laughs and raises his voice.
19. Asher Yatzar opening selection
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Blessed are You, Hashem our G-d, King of the universe, Who formed the human
being with wisdom.

20. Rambam Yesodei HaTorah 1:2
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If one were to suppose that He did not exist, nothing else could exist.

21. Rambam Yesodei HaTorah 1:3
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If one were to suppose that all other beings did not exist, He alone would still exist.
Their absence would not negate Him.

21. Rambam Yesodei HaTorah 1:3 continued
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All beings need Him, while He needs neither them nor any one of them. Therefore
His reality is unlike the reality of any of them.

22. Yirmeyahu 10:10

‘YT DI 172I7N71 YOND YUIR 19X¥7N 071V 1701 0YD DM7X°RIND NNX D7 DNt

Hashem is the true G-d. He is the living G-d and eternal King. At His anger the earth
trembles, and nations cannot endure His wrath.

23. Devarim 4:35
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You have been shown, so that you may know that Hashem is G-d. There is none
besides Him.
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24. Rambam Yesodei HaTorah 1:4
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This is what the prophet means when he says that Hashem is the true G-d. He alone
is truth, and no other has truth like His. The Torah says that there is none besides
Him: no other has true existence like His.

25. Rambam Hilchos Yesodei HaTorah 1:11 excerpts
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Since it is clear that He has no body, none of the conditions of bodies applies to
Him. ... He does not change, for nothing can cause Him to change.

26. Adapted from Tiferes Shimshon p. 210 — Hebrew paraphrase
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The power of chiddush: His power to bring about new realities reveals the Creator’s
infinitude.

27. Shabbos 156a excerpt
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Avraham said before Him: Master of the world, | have examined my astrology and
am not fit to father a son. He said to him: Leave your astrology, for Israel is not
bound by the stars.

28. Tiferes Shimshon p. 211 excerpt with an omission
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The criticism concerned the kind of laughter: mockery in response to the
extraordinary, rather than joy in the extraordinary.

29. Ramban on Bereishis 18:15 selection
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She denied it out of fear of Avraham, thinking that he inferred it from her
expression, or from her silence and lack of thanks and joy.

29. Ramban on Bereishis 18:15 continued
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When he said, “No, you did laugh,” she understood that he knew through prophecy,
and she remained silent.

Who Gets the Last Laugh Sources 4



30. Rashi on Bereishis 17:17 selection with an omission
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“Avraham fell on his face and laughed.” Onkelos translates this as joy, while Sarah’s
laughter is expressed as mockery. We learn that Avraham believed and rejoiced,
while Sarah did not believe and mocked. This is why Hashem challenged Sarah and
did not challenge Avraham.

31. Bereishis 22:9
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They came to the place of which Hashem had told him. Avraham built the altar
there and arranged the wood. He bound his son Yitzchak and placed him on the
altar, above the wood.

32. Bereishis 22:10
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Avraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son.

33. Bereishis 22:11
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An angel of Hashem called to him from heaven and said: Avraham, Avraham. He
answered: Here | am.

34. Bereishis 22:12
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He said: Do not stretch out your hand against the lad, and do not do anything to
him. For now | know that you fear Hashem, since you have not withheld your son,
your only one, from Me.

35. Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer 31:10
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Rabbi Yehudah says: When the blade reached his neck, Yitzchak’s soul departed.
When Hashem made His voice heard from between the cherubim and said to him,
“Do not stretch out your hand,” his soul returned to his body, and Yitzchak rose and
stood on his feet.

35. Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer 31 continued
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He understood that the dead would one day return to life and began to say: Blessed
are You, Hashem, Who revives the dead.
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36. Zevachim 62a selection
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Rabbi Yitzchak Nappacha said: They saw the ashes of Yitzchak resting at that place.
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37A. Vayikra 26:42
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| will remember My covenant with Yaakov; and also My covenant with Yitzchak; and
also My covenant with Avraham will | remember; and the land | will remember.
37B. Rashi on Vayikra 26:42 selection
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Why is remembrance not mentioned with Yitzchak? Because Yitzchak’s ashes
appear before Me, gathered and resting upon the altar.

38. Adapted from Tiferes Shimshon p. 212 — Hebrew paraphrase
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Yitzchak remained an unblemished offering in his soul throughout his life. Hashem
associated His name with him during his lifetime in a way not done even for
Avraham and Yaakov.

39. Yeshayahu 58:14
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Then you will delight in Hashem. | will cause you to ride upon the heights of the
earth and nourish you with the inheritance of Yaakov your father, for the mouth of
Hashem has spoken.

40. Berachos 17a selection
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In the World to Come there is neither eating nor drinking. The righteous sit with
their crowns upon their heads and enjoy the radiance of the Shechinah.

41. Tehillim 126:2
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Then our mouths will be filled with laughter and our tongues with song. Then they
will say among the nations: Hashem has done great things with these people.

42. Adapted from Tiferes Shimshon p. 212 — Hebrew paraphrase
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Each moment brings a chiddush that has not been before, and the next moment
another, continuing without end.

43. Yeshayahu 11:9 concluding phrase
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For the earth will be filled with knowledge of Hashem, as water covers the sea.

44. Rambam Hilchos Teshuvah 7:5 excerpt
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The Torah has already promised that Israel will ultimately do teshuvah at the end of
their exile, and immediately they will be redeemed.
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